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Schooling and the Making of the Modern Female Body and Fashion
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What is known as “gender-based science,” which is based on the assumption that men are naturally
superior in intelligence to women, developed together with the advancement of modern science. In
modern Japanese society, “gender-based science” was used to provide basic justification for gender
discrimination in school education. This is represented by the male-oriented school systems and
curriculums developed especially for secondary or higher education, under which male students
were encouraged to devote themselves to study in order to move up in the world, while female
students were educated to become dutiful wives and devoted mothers. An underlying concept
behind education was the division of roles between men and women: the masculine role being
oriented towards work in the public sphere and the feminine role being based on functioning as a
homemaker in the private sphere.

In the Taisho Period (1912-1926), a Western-style school uniform for female students — a
sailor-style tie top and skirt — was widely introduced. The sailor-style school uniform was seen as a
symbol of pure innocent feminine beauty. Institutionalized Western-style school uniforms reflected
a modern perspective on the shape of the body: both the masculine body and the feminine body.
After graduating from high school, women were expected to work hard to become dutiful wives
and devoted mothers, and for this purpose women’s magazines played the role of textbooks, serving
as an extension of school education to produce good wives and wise mothers. Such magazines
explained the importance of a woman being not only a homemaker dedicated to doing household

chores and raising children but also being a love interest for her husband, who would return home



tired, so that he could feel relaxed and mentally fulfilled. Women’s magazines also emphasized the
need for a woman to be a beautiful wife in order to maintain a romantic relationship with her
husband, saying that a homemaker could not make her home a happy paradise without being loved
by her husband. Consequently, homemakers needed to continue to learn how to develop a sense of
style and suitable behavior through women’s magazines. Even after completing their school
education, women made continuing efforts to become dutiful wives and devoted mothers according

to the content of women’s magazines.
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